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For those of you who don’t know me, I’m Sara McLaughlin, a Grade Ten student at Oak Bay High School. I was the president of Oak Bay’s Interact Club this past year. I’m pleased to tell you all that we have had a fabulous year. It all started back in September when Christie Johnson from Atsikana Pa Ulendo came to speak in our theatre. Students from the club and all around the school showed up to hear this awe-inspiring presentation. And inspired we were. We donated $4,500 to the Girls Secondary School in Malawi right there and then. We also decided to make it our major global project for this year. Through the Fall we proceeded to raise money for the girls through the selling of shirts which were left for us by last year’s club. We held Malawi Monday’s at the school to promote awareness, and to allow staff and students to buy a shirt and support our cause. The response was tremendous. During this time we were also busy planning our main event, the 1st annual APU Fine Arts Gala, held in February. We had a variety of performances from our diverse and very talented fine arts program at the school. This included choirs, bands and a even dance performance or two. We also collected donations from local businesses to hold a silent auction that night featuring such items as a stay for two at the Tigh-Na Mara resort up island and some beautiful art from Rotary’s own Ted Harrison. We had an amazing amount of support from rotary in planning this night and it turned out to be a great success, raising over 2,000 dollars. Our club could not have been happier with this result. It truly felt as though our friends, family and community were coming together around us to support our goal.  Our dream of helping to provide an education for the girls in Malawi was becoming more attainable than ever. There was no stopping us now. We continued to support Christie’s dream in whatever way we could, even when this meant driving all the way to Metchosin to attend an event put on by the students at Pearson College. Seeing the same passion in them as had been instilled in us was a great joy and we were able to hear all about the school which had now just opened. We continued to sell the shirts at conferences and events around town. The last part of the year was spent providing our service in the community and, might I add, having a blast while doing it. We set up a booth at a Lot Party held during Youth Week, an international celebration of youth held annually during the first week of May. This booth concentrated on the importance of Global Awareness through a fun and interactive trivia game. And of course the chance to win a free shirt made it an instant hit. The club also worked to inform students from other schools about how they could start an Interact Club of their own. It’s a gift that we are always willing to share. Most recently we had a few students from the club help out at the Rotary’s cotton candy booth at the Oak Bay Tea Party and from what I’ve heard they greatly enjoyed themselves. So, on behalf of the whole Interact Club, I would like to deeply thank every single one of you for your support and guidance. I’d especially like to thank our teacher sponsor Mr. Price. He’s probably one of the busiest people in the school between his classes and the drama program, but he always had time to lend to us, and a wonderful storage closet too. The shirts will be out soon, I promise. This year every single member of the club has had a truly positive and uplifting experience helping those in our community and abroad. Thanks to all of your hard work and never-ending encouragement, there’s not one of us that doesn’t truly understand the meaning of Service above Self. Thank you. 

